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MORRISTOWN, NJ  •   NEW YORK, NY  •   OCEAN CITY, NJ  •   PHILADELPHIA, PA

PRINCETON, NJ  •   SAN JUAN, PR  •   WESTBOROUGH, MA  •   WILMINGTON, DE

VITO A. GAGLIARDI, JR.
MEMBER, NJ BAR

CERTIFIED BY THE SUPREME COURT OF

NEW JERSEY AS A CIVIL TRIAL ATTORNEY

DIRECT DIAL NO.: 973-889-4151
E-MAIL ADDRESS: VAGAGLIARDI@PBNLAW.COM

A T T O R N E Y S  A T  L A W  

1 0 0  S O U T H G A T E  P A R K W A Y   •   P O S T  O F F I C E  B O X  1 9 9 7   •   M O R R I S T O WN ,  N J   0 7 9 6 2 - 1 9 9 7  

T E L E P H O N E  ( 9 7 3 )  5 3 8 - 4 0 0 6   •   F A X  ( 9 7 3 )  5 3 8 - 5 1 4 6   •   W W W . P B N L A W . C O M 

July 28, 2022 

ControversiesDisputesFilings@doe.nj.gov

Angelica Allen-McMillan, Ed. D. 
New Jersey Commissioner of Education 
Office of Controversies and Disputes 
New Jersey State Department of Education 
P.O. Box 500 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625 

Re: Shore Regional High School District Board of Education v. Borough of Sea 
Bright, et als. 

Dear Dr. Allen-McMillan: 

We represent Respondents Borough of Sea Bright, Borough of Highlands, Highlands Board of 

Education, Atlantic Highlands Board of Education, and Henry Hudson Regional School District Board 

of Education in the above matter.  Enclosed please find Respondents' Motion to Dismiss.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Vito A. Gagliardi, Jr. 

VAG/jac 
cc: Matthew Giacobbe, Esq. 

Joseph Betley, Esq. 
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September 22, 2023 
 
 
 
Vito Gagliardi, Esq. 
Porzio, Bromberg & Newman 
100 Southgate Parkway 
P.O. Box 1997 
Morristown, NJ 07962-1997 
 
Re: September 8, 2023 Amended Petition from the Borough of Sea Bright 
 
Dear Mr. Gagliardi, 

I have completed my review of the September 8, 2023 Amended Petition submitted to the New Jersey 
Department of Education on behalf of the Borough of Sea Bright (“Sea Bright”) requesting to form a pre-
kindergarten through twelfth grade Regional School District with the Atlantic Highlands and Highlands 
municipalities, and the responses filed jointly on behalf of the Oceanport Board of Education 
(“Oceanport”) and Shore Regional High School Board of Education (“Shore Regional”) and jointly on 
behalf of Henry Hudson Regional High School District, Atlantic Highlands School District and Highlands 
School District (collectively “Tri-Districts”). For the following reasons, and in consultation with the 
Monmouth County Office, Sea Bright’s Amended Petition is granted in part and denied in part. 

As an initial matter and to clarify the procedural posture, the Petition dated July 15, 2022 and filed on 
behalf Sea Bright, Henry Hudson Regional High School District, Atlantic Highlands and Highlands is 
dismissed as moot in light of the light July 21, 2023 decision permitting the Boards of Education of 
Atlantic Highlands and Highlands to proceed to referendum on forming a pre-kindergarten through 
grade 12 regional school district.   

Sea Bright’s Amended Petition filed on September 8, 2023 is granted in part and denied in part.  N.J.S.A. 
18A:13-47.1, et seq. permits a board of education or municipality to request permission from the 
Commissioner of Education to form or enlarge a regional school district. The request must demonstrate 
that the withdrawal and formation of a regional school district: 

(2) does not, and is not foreseeably likely to, increase or exacerbate the segregation of 
students by racial, socioeconomic, disability, or English Language Learner status as 
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Vito Gagliardi, Esq. 
September 22, 2023 
Page 2 
 

 

determined by the number and percentage of affected students enrolled in the school districts 
seeking to consolidate or in the regional district or consolidated school district from which a 
school district is seeking to withdraw; 
 
(3) consolidates school districts that are in close geographic proximity of each other. 
School districts need not be immediately contiguous as long as any geographic separation is not 
so large as to contradict the potential for improved efficiency and cost savings; 
 
(4) to the maximum extent practicable, reduces student seat time and transportation costs; 
 
(5) possesses the potential for improved efficiency and cost savings; 
 
(6) possesses the potential to advance an enhanced learning environment for participating school 
districts; 
 
(7) coordinates curriculum across schools and grades throughout the proposed limited 
purpose or all purpose regional district; and 
 
(8) reflects a documented commitment from the affected boards of education to make good faith 
efforts to implement practices that promote efficiency and quality of education. (N.J.S.A. 18A:13-
47.11). 

Oceanport and Shore Regional argue that Sea Bright as a standalone municipality that is part of a 
consolidated school district lacks standing to pursue withdrawal and request to join a regional school 
district pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:13-47.1, et seq.  They further argue that it is Oceanport and Shore 
Regional Boards of Education that are responsible for education the students of Sea Bright, and 
therefore, only they have standing to seek withdrawal.  This reading of the statute belies its clear 
language.  The statute applies not only to boards of education, but also specifically identifies “the 
governing body of a municipality constituting a constituent district of a limited purpose regional district, 
part of an all-purpose regional district, or part of a consolidated school district” as governmental bodies 
that may request withdrawal to join or form an enlarged regional school district.  The statute 
contemplates that a municipality, such as Sea Bright, may seek withdrawal from a regional or 
consolidated school district.  Therefore, Sea Bright has standing to seek withdrawal from Oceanport and 
Shore Regional in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:13-47.11.  

The relief requested and its timing, however, places this matter in a unique procedural posture.  The 
Petition requests to move forward with a referendum to join a regional school district that does not yet 
exist and presents alternative relief requests depending upon whether the September 26, 2023 
referendum passes or fails.  In light of the pending referendum, Sea Bright’s requested relief is 
premature.  If the referendum passes on September 26, 2023, Sea Bright and the newly formed school 
district may refile a joint request for form an enlarged regional school district.  The joint request should 
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address the requirements of N.J.S.A. 18A:13-47.1 et seq., including revised feasibility study, if necessary, 
and revised resolutions reflecting this new request.  All other requests for relief are denied. 

      Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Angelica Allen-McMillan, Ed.D. 
Acting Commissioner 

 
 
AAM/CH/hl 
c: Christopher Irving  

Lester V. Richens  
Jennifer Simons  
Jonathan Busch, Esquire 

 Isabel Machado, Esquire 
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Archived: Friday, June 14, 2024 5:50:50 AM
From: Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. 
Sent: Thu, 13 Jun 2024 18:30:45
To: Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. 
Subject: FW: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
Importance: Normal
Sensitivity: None
Attachments:
2024_5-17 Proposed Tri-District Agreement .pdf;

 
 
From: Christine Magee <cmagee@machadolawgroup.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2024 10:52 AM
To: Jonathan Busch <jbusch@buschlawgroup.com>; Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. <ncelso@buschlawgroup.com>
Cc: Isabel Machado <imachado@machadolawgroup.com>; Joseph F. Betley <jbetley@capehart.com>; Geoffrey N. Stark
<GStark@capehart.com>; Eileen Ramella <eramella@machadolawgroup.com>
Subject: RE: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
 
Good Morning Jonathan and Nicholas,
 
Attached please find a proposed agreement between Oceanport, Shore Regional, and the Tri-Districts regarding
potential dismissal of the Tri-Districts from the currently pending litigation, ​?A-0716-23T4. 
 
Please let us know your feedback on the agreement as drafted and / or your position on same. 
 

Christine Magee, Esq.

Associate

Machado Law Group

1 Cleveland Place

Springfield, NJ 07081

973-232-5291

973-232-6261 (Fax)

 

This transmission is intended only for the party to whom it is addressed and if addressed to a client or potential client will
likely contain communications and confidential information protected by the attorney-client privilege and / or attorney-work
product.    If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination or copying of this
transmission is prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and
return this transmission and any copies to us.  Thank you.
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THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”) is made by and among the Oceanport Board 

of Education (“Oceanport”) and Shore Regional High School District Board of Education 

(“Shore Regional”), and the Atlantic Highlands Board of Education, Highlands Board of 

Education, Henry Hudson Regional School District Board of Education, including the newly 

created Henry Hudson Regional School District (collectively “Tri-Districts”). 

WHEREAS, the parties have been, and are currently, engaged in litigation concerning 

the legality of the Borough of Sea Bright’s attempt to withdraw from Oceanport and Shore 

Regional pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:13-47.11, and regionalize with the Tri-Districts, which is 

pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate Division, entitled I/M/O the Verified 

Petition for the Proposed Creation of a PK-12 All-Purpose Regional School District by the 

Borough of Sea Bright, Borough of Highlands, Borough of Atlantic Highlands, Henry Hudson 

Regional School District, Atlantic Highlands School District, and Highlands Borough School 

District, Monmouth County, Docket No. A-0716-23T4 (the “Litigation”); and  

WHEREAS, the parties are desirous of resolving the dispute as to the Tri-Districts’ 

involvement in an amicable way, so as to avoid the time and expense associated with continued 

litigation; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, the 

value of which is acknowledged by both parties, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

1. The Tri-Districts agree that they shall neither (1) join or support the filing of any petition 

to the New Jersey Commissioner of Education to enlarge the newly created all-purpose 

Henry Hudson Regional School District for the purpose of including the Borough of Sea 

Bright, nor (2) submit a referendum question to their voters regarding enlarging the newly 

created all-purpose Henry Hudson Regional School District for the purpose of including 
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the Borough of Sea Bright, nor (3) participate or join the Borough of Sea Bright in any 

further regionalization feasibility study, unless and until: 

a. the Borough of Sea Bright has received New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

approval to separate from Oceanport and become its own school district; and  

b. the Borough of Sea Bright has received New Jersey Commissioner of Education 

approval to separate from Shore Regional. 

2. The Tri-Districts take no position on the ability of the Borough of Sea Bright to withdraw 

from Oceanport and Shore Regional pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:13-47.11. 

3. Upon execution of this Agreement, Oceanport and Shore Regional shall file a Notice of 

Voluntary Dismissal of the Tri-Districts as parties to the Litigation, with prejudice, subject 

to paragraph 5. 

4. If a specific clause of the Agreement is determined to be illegal or in violation of any 

State and/or Federal law, the remainder of the Agreement shall not be affected by such a 

ruling and shall remain in full force and effect. 

5. If the Agreement is determined to be unenforceable or the Tri-Districts breach this 

agreement, it is expressly agreed and understood that dismissal of the Tri-Districts from 

the Litigation was null and void, and that all parties revert and retain any and all rights 

that they had as of the date of this Agreement.   

6. This Agreement may not be altered, amended, or modified except by writing, signed and 

duly authorized by all parties. 

7. The parties acknowledge they have consulted with legal counsel throughout the 

negotiation of this Agreement, that they have reviewed this Agreement in detail, that they 

fully understand its requirements and limitations, and that they are entering into this 
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Agreement freely and voluntarily.   

8. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the dates set 

forth below: 

  

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Oceanport Board of Education 

By: Mark Patterson, President 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  
Shore Regional High School District Board of Education  

By: Anthony Villane, President 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Atlantic Highlands Board of Education 

By: 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Highlands Board of Education 

By: 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Henery Hudson Regional Board of Education 

By: 
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Archived: Friday, June 14, 2024 5:54:45 AM
From: Christine Magee 
Sent: Mon, 10 Jun 2024 13:39:10
To: Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. Jonathan Busch 
Cc: Isabel Machado Joseph F. Betley Geoffrey N. Stark Eileen Ramella 
Subject: Re: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
Importance: Normal
Sensitivity: None
Attachments:
2024_6-10 Proposed Tri-District Agreement .pdf;

Hi, Nicholas and Jonathan –
 
Please accept this response on behalf of both Oceanport and Shore Regional BOEs. We cannot accept the agreement
with your proposed deletion. However, we have proposed some alternative language for Paragraph 1.a-c, which is
updated in the attached. Please let us know if your clients are interested in signing the agreement as amended. Thank
you. 

Christine Magee, Esq.
Associate
Machado Law Group
1 Cleveland Place
Springfield, NJ 07081
973-232-5291
973-232-6261 (Fax)
 
This transmission is intended only for the party to whom it is addressed and if addressed to a client or potential
client will likely contain communications and confidential information protected by the attorney-client privilege
and / or attorney-work product.    If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination or copying of this transmission is prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please
notify us immediately by telephone and return this transmission and any copies to us.  Thank you.
 

From: Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. <ncelso@buschlawgroup.com>
Sent: Monday, June 10, 2024 8:14 AM
To: Christine Magee <cmagee@machadolawgroup.com>; Isabel Machado <imachado@machadolawgroup.com>; Joseph F.
Betley <jbetley@capehart.com>; Geoffrey N. Stark <GStark@capehart.com>; Eileen Ramella
<eramella@machadolawgroup.com>
Cc: Jonathan Busch <jbusch@buschlawgroup.com>
Subject: FW: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click l inks or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Good morning,
 
                The Boards all meet this week, starting tonight with Highlands, and are not scheduled to meet again, with Atlantic
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Highlands and Highlands dissolving at the end of this month. We have not received your response regarding the Settlement
document. We need to know whether your clients will agree to the below change or are standing firm on the original
language. Please advise as early today as possible, preferably this morning.
 
Thank you.
 
From: Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. 
Sent: Wednesday, May 29, 2024 1:23 PM
To: Christine Magee <cmagee@machadolawgroup.com>
Cc: Isabel Machado <imachado@machadolawgroup.com>; Joseph F. Betley <jbetley@capehart.com>; Geoffrey N. Stark
<GStark@capehart.com>; Eileen Ramella <eramella@machadolawgroup.com>; Jonathan Busch
<jbusch@buschlawgroup.com>
Subject: RE: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
 
Getting back to you on this as promised,
 

Please be advised that with a full reservation of rights and without prejudice, our clients want the modification
highlighted below:
 

1. The Tri-Districts agree that they shall neither (1) join or support the filing of any petition to the New Jersey
Commissioner of Education to enlarge the newly created all-purpose Henry Hudson Regional School District for
the purpose of including the Borough of Sea Bright, nor (2) submit a referendum question to their voters
regarding enlarging the newly created all-purpose Henry Hudson Regional School District for the purpose of
including the Borough of Sea Bright, nor (3) participate or join the Borough of Sea Bright in any further
regionalization feasibility study, unless and until:

a.            the Borough of Sea Bright has received New Jersey Commissioner of Education approval to
separate from Oceanport [ and become its own school district] for the purpose of joining the Henry Hudson
Regional School District;

 
Kindly advise at your earliest convenience whether the above deletion is acceptable. If so, I believe we will be able to
proceed.                                             
 
From: Christine Magee <cmagee@machadolawgroup.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2024 9:34 AM
To: Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. <ncelso@buschlawgroup.com>
Cc: Isabel Machado <imachado@machadolawgroup.com>; Joseph F. Betley <jbetley@capehart.com>; Geoffrey N. Stark
<GStark@capehart.com>; Eileen Ramella <eramella@machadolawgroup.com>; Jonathan Busch
<jbusch@buschlawgroup.com>
Subject: Re: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
 
Thank you Nicholas. 
 
Confirming that the only change was adding the Henry Hudson Transitional Board. Attached is the draft with the
changes highlighted. 
 
Christine Magee, Esq.
Associate
Machado Law Group
1 Cleveland Place
Springfield, NJ 07081
973-232-5291
973-232-6261 (Fax)
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This transmission is intended only for the party to whom it is addressed and if addressed to a client or potential client will
likely contain communications and confidential information protected by the attorney-client privilege and / or
attorney-work product.    If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination or copying of
this transmission is prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and
return this transmission and any copies to us.  Thank you.
 

From: Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. <ncelso@buschlawgroup.com>
Sent: Friday, May 24, 2024 9:28 AM
To: Christine Magee <cmagee@machadolawgroup.com>
Cc: Isabel Machado <imachado@machadolawgroup.com>; Joseph F. Betley <jbetley@capehart.com>; Geoffrey N. Stark
<GStark@capehart.com>; Eileen Ramella <eramella@machadolawgroup.com>; Jonathan Busch
<jbusch@buschlawgroup.com>
Subject: RE: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click l inks or open attachments unless you recognize the sender
and know the content is safe.

 
Good morning,
 
                We will be meeting with the Boards early next week and will be in touch shortly thereafter. In the meantime,
please confirm that the only change in the 2d draft of the proposal is the additional signatory.
 
Thank you,
Nicholas Celso III, Esq.
 

450 Main Street
Metuchen, New Jersey 08840
P: 732.243.9588
F. 732.243.9590
www.buschlawgroup.com
 
This email message from the law f ir m of The Busch La w Group LLC, i s f or t he sol e use of t he i nt ended reci pi ent(s) and may cont ai n i nf or mat i on that is conf i dential, pri vi l eged andotherwise exempt from
disclosure. In the event that you are not the intended recipient of this email, this message shall serve as formal not i fi cat ion that  you are not  author i zed to read, print,  ret ain,  copy,  publ ish,  f orward, di scuss and
otherwise disseminate this message, any port i ons hereof, and/or any at tac hments hereto. In t he event that you erroneously recei ved this email  message,  ki ndly delete s ame f r om your syst em wi t hout readi ng t
content and immediately inform the sender of the inadvertent transmission. You are further not i f i ed that t he sender  does not int end to wai ve any privi l eges, i ncl udi ng t he att orney-cl ient privi l ege,  tha t  may at
to this communicat i on and any of t he mat eri al s t hat may be i ncl uded as at tac hments hereto.  Thank you for your  anti cipatcooperat i on
 
 
 
 
From: Christine Magee <cmagee@machadolawgroup.com> 
Sent: Thursday, May 23, 2024 11:50 AM
To: Jonathan Busch <jbusch@buschlawgroup.com>; Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. <ncelso@buschlawgroup.com>
Cc: Isabel Machado <imachado@machadolawgroup.com>; Joseph F. Betley <jbetley@capehart.com>; Geoffrey N. Stark
<GStark@capehart.com>; Eileen Ramella <eramella@machadolawgroup.com>
Subject: Re: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
 
Good Morning Jonathan and Nicholas,
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I am following up on the below. Please note, attached is a revised proposed agreement updated to include signature by
the Henry Hudson Regional PK-12 Transitional board as well.  
 
Please let us know your feedback on the agreement as drafted and / or your position on same. 
 
 
Christine Magee, Esq.
Associate
Machado Law Group
1 Cleveland Place
Springfield, NJ 07081
973-232-5291
973-232-6261 (Fax)
 
This transmission is intended only for the party to whom it is addressed and if addressed to a client or potential client will
likely contain communications and confidential information protected by the attorney-client privilege and / or
attorney-work product.    If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination or copying of
this transmission is prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and
return this transmission and any copies to us.  Thank you.
 

From: Christine Magee
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2024 10:51 AM
To: Jonathan Busch <jbusch@buschlawgroup.com>; Nicholas Celso III, Ed.D., J.D. <ncelso@buschlawgroup.com>
Cc: Isabel Machado <imachado@machadolawgroup.com>; Joseph F. Betley <jbetley@capehart.com>; Geoffrey N. Stark
<GStark@capehart.com>; Eileen Ramella <eramella@machadolawgroup.com>
Subject: RE: Oceanport/Shore Regional Proposed Agreement - A-0716-23T4
 
Good Morning Jonathan and Nicholas,
 
Attached please find a proposed agreement between Oceanport, Shore Regional, and the Tri-Districts regarding
potential dismissal of the Tri-Districts from the currently pending litigation, ​?A-0716-23T4. 
 
Please let us know your feedback on the agreement as drafted and / or your position on same. 
 
Christine Magee, Esq.
Associate
Machado Law Group
1 Cleveland Place
Springfield, NJ 07081
973-232-5291
973-232-6261 (Fax)
 
This transmission is intended only for the party to whom it is addressed and if addressed to a client or potential client will
likely contain communications and confidential information protected by the attorney-client privilege and / or
attorney-work product.    If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination or copying of
this transmission is prohibited.  If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone and
return this transmission and any copies to us.  Thank you.
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THIS AGREEMENT (the “Agreement”) is made by and among the Oceanport Board 

of Education (“Oceanport”) and Shore Regional High School District Board of Education 

(“Shore Regional”), and the Atlantic Highlands Board of Education, Highlands Board of 

Education, Henry Hudson Regional School District Board of Education, including the newly 

created Henry Hudson Regional School District, and the Henry Hudson Regional PK-12 

Transitional Board of Education (collectively “Tri-Districts”). 

WHEREAS, the parties have been, and are currently, engaged in litigation concerning 

the legality of the Borough of Sea Bright’s attempt to withdraw from Oceanport and Shore 

Regional pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:13-47.11, and regionalize with the Tri-Districts, which is 

pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate Division, entitled I/M/O the Verified 

Petition for the Proposed Creation of a PK-12 All-Purpose Regional School District by the 

Borough of Sea Bright, Borough of Highlands, Borough of Atlantic Highlands, Henry Hudson 

Regional School District, Atlantic Highlands School District, and Highlands Borough School 

District, Monmouth County, Docket No. A-0716-23T4 (the “Litigation”); and  

WHEREAS, the parties are desirous of resolving the dispute as to the Tri-Districts’ 

involvement in an amicable way, so as to avoid the time and expense associated with continued 

litigation; 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises contained herein, the 

value of which is acknowledged by both parties, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

1. The Tri-Districts agree that they shall neither (1) join or support the filing of any petition 

to the New Jersey Commissioner of Education to enlarge the newly created all-purpose 

Henry Hudson Regional School District for the purpose of including the Borough of Sea 

Bright, nor (2) submit a referendum question to their voters regarding enlarging the newly 
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created all-purpose Henry Hudson Regional School District for the purpose of including 

the Borough of Sea Bright, nor (3) participate or join the Borough of Sea Bright in any 

further regionalization feasibility study, unless and until: 

a. After the date of this Agreement, the Borough of Sea Bright has filed a formal 

Petition with the Commission of Education seeking its separation from both 

Oceanport and Shore Regional; and 

b. The Borough of Sea Bright has received formal approval to separate from 

Oceanport by virtue of a Final Agency Decision of the Commissioner of Education 

granting such approval and outlining the terms and conditions of such separation; 

and 

c. The Borough of Sea Bright has received formal approval to separate from Shore 

Regional by virtue of a Final Agency Decision of the Commissioner of Education 

granting such approval and outlining the terms and conditions of such separation. 

2. The Tri-Districts take no position on the ability of the Borough of Sea Bright to withdraw 

from Oceanport and Shore Regional pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:13-47.11. 

3. Upon execution of this Agreement, Oceanport and Shore Regional shall file a Notice of 

Voluntary Dismissal of the Tri-Districts as parties to the Litigation, with prejudice, subject 

to paragraph 5. 

4. If a specific clause of the Agreement is determined to be illegal or in violation of any 

State and/or Federal law, the remainder of the Agreement shall not be affected by such a 

ruling and shall remain in full force and effect. 

5. If the Agreement is determined to be unenforceable or the Tri-Districts breach this 

agreement, it is expressly agreed and understood that dismissal of the Tri-Districts from 
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the Litigation was null and void, and that all parties revert and retain any and all rights 

that they had as of the date of this Agreement.   

6. This Agreement may not be altered, amended, or modified except by writing, signed and 

duly authorized by all parties. 

7. The parties acknowledge they have consulted with legal counsel throughout the 

negotiation of this Agreement, that they have reviewed this Agreement in detail, that they 

fully understand its requirements and limitations, and that they are entering into this 

Agreement freely and voluntarily.   

8. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of New Jersey. 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement on the dates set 

forth below:  

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Oceanport Board of Education 

By: Mark Patterson, President 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  
Shore Regional High School District Board of Education  

By: Anthony Villane, President 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Atlantic Highlands Board of Education 

By: 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Highlands Board of Education 

By: 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Henry Hudson Regional Board of Education 

By: 

 

_________________________________   Date:__________________  

Henry Hudson Regional PK-12 Transitional  

Board of Education 

By: 
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HIGHLANDS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
HIGHLANDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

360 NAVESINK AVENUE 
HIGHLANDS, NEW JERSEY 

07732-1323 
 

             Christopher J. Mullins  (732) 872-9228  

              School Business Administrator/  FAX (732) 872-0432  

                         Board Secretary  
 

CERTIFICATION OF BOARD ACTION 
HIGHLANDS BOARD OF EDUCATION 

       
The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the June 10, 2024 Highlands Board of Education 
meeting: 
 
XIX ADDITIONAL MOTIONS: 
Motion Mrs. Campbell seconded by Mrs. Knox to approve the following resolution and 
carried by a roll call vote 7-0. 
 
Resolved, that the Board hereby approves the revised Settlement Agreement received on June 
10, 2024 from counsel on behalf of Oceanport and Shore Regional School Districts and 
authorizes the Board President to sign the Settlement Agreement on behalf of the Board, and 
further authorizes the Busch Law Group to take all action necessary to enter into a Stipulation of 
Dismissal of the matter, I/M/O the Verified Petition for the Proposed Creation of a PK-12 All-
Purpose Regional School District by the Borough of Sea Bright, Borough of Highlands, Borough 
of Atlantic Highlands, Henry Hudson Regional School District, Atlantic Highlands School 
District, and Highlands Borough School District, Monmouth County, Docket No. A-0716-23T4, 
in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the Settlement Agreement, subject to 
ratification and full execution of the Settlement Agreement by the Oceanport and Shore Regional 
School District Boards of Education. 
 
Be it further resolved that a true copy of the Settlement Agreement shall be entered into the 
permanent minutes of tonight’s meeting. 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION: I, Christopher J. Mullins, Board Secretary of the Highlands Board of 
Education, certify that this is a true copy of an excerpt from the minutes of the meeting of the 
Highlands Board of Education held June 10, 2024. 
 
 
Attest: _Christopher J. Mullins_______________________________________ 
 Board Secretary 
 
Date:  June 14, 2024 
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HIGHLANDS BOARD OF EDUCATION 
HIGHLANDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

360 NAVESINK AVENUE 
HIGHLANDS, NEW JERSEY 

07732-1323 
 

             Christopher J. Mullins  (732) 872-9228  

              School Business Administrator/  FAX (732) 872-0432  

                         Board Secretary  
 

CERTIFICATION OF BOARD ACTION 
HIGHLANDS BOARD OF EDUCATION 

       
The following is an excerpt from the minutes of the June 10, 2024 Highlands Board of Education 
meeting: 
 
XIX ADDITIONAL MOTIONS: 
Motion Mrs. Campbell seconded by Mrs. Knox to approve the following resolution and 
carried by a roll call vote 7-0. 
 
Resolved, that the Board hereby approves the revised Settlement Agreement received on June 
10, 2024 from counsel on behalf of Oceanport and Shore Regional School Districts and 
authorizes the Board President to sign the Settlement Agreement on behalf of the Board, and 
further authorizes the Busch Law Group to take all action necessary to enter into a Stipulation of 
Dismissal of the matter, I/M/O the Verified Petition for the Proposed Creation of a PK-12 All-
Purpose Regional School District by the Borough of Sea Bright, Borough of Highlands, Borough 
of Atlantic Highlands, Henry Hudson Regional School District, Atlantic Highlands School 
District, and Highlands Borough School District, Monmouth County, Docket No. A-0716-23T4, 
in accordance with the terms and conditions set forth in the Settlement Agreement, subject to 
ratification and full execution of the Settlement Agreement by the Oceanport and Shore Regional 
School District Boards of Education. 
 
Be it further resolved that a true copy of the Settlement Agreement shall be entered into the 
permanent minutes of tonight’s meeting. 
 
 
 
CERTIFICATION: I, Christopher J. Mullins, Board Secretary of the Highlands Board of 
Education, certify that this is a true copy of an excerpt from the minutes of the meeting of the 
Highlands Board of Education held June 10, 2024. 
 
 
Attest: _Christopher J. Mullins_______________________________________ 
 Board Secretary 
 
Date:  June 14, 2024 
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